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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Lynne Williamson 860-278-2044 x 251        
lynne.williamson@icrweb.org

 Connecticut Cultural Heritage Arts Program Receives Grants from the National Endowment from the Arts and the Connecticut Commission on the Arts to Organize 

 Connecticut Folk Art and Festivals Bus Tours 

Hartford, CT – June 28, 2004 – The Institute for Community Research’s Connecticut Cultural Heritage Arts Program will conduct cultural heritage bus tours to four regions in Connecticut. The tours include:  Immigrant and Occupational Communities in Stonington  (8/1/04); Waterbury Urban Immigrant Arts (8/15/04); Polish Traditional and Sacramental Arts (Terryville and Bristol) (9/11/04), and Hartford area Urban Latino Arts (10/23/04).  Each daylong bus tour will include visits to selected folk artists’ studios to observe them producing their work and to engage with artists in discussions on their cultural traditions, the history of their communities and the background of their art form. Tours also will include stops at related neighborhood landmarks and/or restaurants, and a local community festival. Artists who are highly respected and well versed in the history and heritage of their communities will lead the tours, accompanied by Lynne Williamson, Director of the CT Cultural Heritage Arts Program.

The project is an effort to recognize the importance and vitality of the state’s cultural heritage and to expand and attract new audiences and visitors. “Connecticut’s ethnic and occupational communities have a fascinating and sometimes hidden character to be experienced”, says Williamson.  “Tour participants appreciate learning about the state’s treasures from an insider’s perspective. The artist-guides will offer tourists a view of the communities they live and work in, with each site adding a different twist in the rich history you will experience.” 

Tours will originate in Hartford at the offices of the Institute for Community Research. (2 Hartford Square West, #100).  The cost for each tour is $30 per person, $25 for seniors, or a special rate of $100 for the entire series. Registration is required and reservations can be made by calling 860-278-2044 x 251.   The Connecticut Folk Art and Community Festivals Bus Tours (see attached descriptions of each tour)  project is funded by the Institute for Community Research, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.  For further information, call Lynne Williamson at 860-278-2044 x 251.  

# # #

The Institute for Community Research is an independent non-profit organization that conducts applied research, programming, training, and evaluation in the arts, education, and health arenas. ICR's Connecticut Cultural Heritage Arts Program encourages and promotes traditional artists and their communities through an active process of documentation, technical assistance, and public presentations to bring their work and the history of their communities to new audiences.

DESCRIPTIONS OF TOURS

1) Coastal Immigrant and Occupational Communities (southeast CT, 8/1/04) 

Travel to Stonington to the workshop of blacksmith Susan Madacsi where she and Walter Scadden will demonstrate and discuss their ornamental ironwork, including the hardware Walter made for the Amistad ship. Participants will then attend the colorful Blessing of The Fleet Parade and Festival organized by the Southern New England Fishermen’s and Lobstermen’s Association and the Stonington Portuguese fishing community.
2) Urban Immigrant Arts (Waterbury, 8/15/04) 

Artist and community scholar Aldona Saimininkas leads the tour to St. Joseph’s Church in Waterbury’s Brooklyn district to view the large wooden cross designed and carved by master Lithuanian woodcarvers and meet other Lithuanian artists displaying their work. Visits will also be made to the Albanian Cultural Center and mosque to learn about the culture of this immigrant Muslim group, and to the Lebanese Mahrajan Festival, with its exciting traditional music performances and food.
3) Polish Traditional and Sacramental Art (central CT, 9/11/04)

This tour visits the studio of iconographer and community scholar Marek Czarnecki who will demonstrate icon painting and discuss the history and use of this art form. Czarnecki will guide the tour to Terryville, CT to see the remarkable icon screen at St. Michael’s Church, then to St. Stanislaus Church in Bristol to view traditional harvest decorations and attend the Dozynki Harvest Festival held on the grounds of the church. There tour participants can experience Polish music and a variety of Polish foods, and meet Polish residents.
4) Urban Community-based Arts (Hartford area, 10/23/04) 

Tour the East Hartford studios of Peruvian woodcarver and furniture maker Romulo Chanduvi and Puerto Rican cuatro maker/woodcarver Graciela Quiñones Rodriguez for demonstrations and conversations. Quiñones joins the tour as guide to Hartford’s Park Street neighborhood, a vibrant center of Latino culture, where visits will be made to the newly renovated education center Mi Casa, the Victor Pacheco mural, the shops and food stands of El Mercado, the new Latin bookstore La Paloma Sabanera, and the Rey Bermudez/Victor Pacheco art and salsa dance studio. The day ends with a concert of traditional Puerto Rican music by ensemble Amor y Cultura at La Casona restaurant.
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